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When Do House Democrats Plan on Working?

Not before September 26…



The Democrat Summer Bash

Fighting Private 
Industry

Blaming Others

Spreading Disinformation



State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education



State-Related Universities Tuition Increases



State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169



State-Related Universities Tuition

 The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) – which is state-
owned – has taken on initiatives within its system to reduce costs and freeze 
tuition.    
o PASSHE has done so without the massive endowments maintained by Penn 

State, Temple, and Pitt.  

 The State-Related Universities should look at the efforts PASSHE schools have 
taken to keep costs down before asking taxpayers and students to float their 
massive budgets.  



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• Tuition and fees for 
Association of 
Independent 
Colleges and 
Universities of 
Pennsylvania 
(AICUP) Schools 
has remained 
relatively flat over 
the last 10 years. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools receive 
dollars from annual 
appropriations only when 
low-income students 
choose to attend their 
institution.

• AICUP schools provide 
90% of the financial aid 
received by first year 
students. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools educate 52% of all four-year college degree-seeking students in 
Pennsylvania (31% for State-Related Universities and 17% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools educate 54% of all minority students seeking bachelor’s or 
advanced degree (33% for State-Related Universities and 13% for PASSHE) 

• AICUP schools educate 49% of all working-age adult students seeking bachelor’s 
degrees (35% for State-Related Universities and 16% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools have a 64% four-year graduation rate (55% for State-Related 
Universities and 42% for PASSHE)

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools achieve all of 
this at a significantly lower 
cost to the taxpayer than 
State-Related Universities. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities: Which Budget?



House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
PoliticsPA.



State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Based on experiences from the 
Wolf Budget Impasses, we 
anticipate agencies will seek to 
spend prior year unspent 
funds.  
oThis isn’t necessarily a 

good or bad thing but must 
be reviewed carefully. 

oWe also know there are 
unspent funds from prior 
years.   



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Areas that should NOT be paid during the budget impasse (or waivers containing 
language such as):
o “In the best interest of the Commonwealth” without proper explanation (Act 

146)
oAdministrative costs (not including salary)
oTravel
oSubscriptions 
oContracts/Contract amendment payments 
oMembership dues 
oAdvertising
o “Due to continuing impasse”
o “Insufficient funds in current year”
o “Budget delays”
o “Other specialized services” 



Impasse Issues Already Starting 

 Out of state travel to conferences 
are not essential government 
functions.

 If out of state travel is necessary, it 
should be paid for at the 
Secretary’s expense and 
reimbursed once the Great 
Betrayal Budget Impasse ends. 
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Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Based on experiences from the 
Wolf Budget Impasses, we 
anticipate agencies will seek to 
spend prior year unspent 
funds.  
oThis isn’t necessarily a 

good or bad thing but must 
be reviewed carefully. 

oWe also know there are 
unspent funds from prior 
years.   



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Areas that should NOT be paid during the budget impasse (or waivers containing 
language such as):
o “In the best interest of the Commonwealth” without proper explanation (Act 

146)
oAdministrative costs (not including salary)
oTravel
oSubscriptions 
oContracts/Contract amendment payments 
oMembership dues 
oAdvertising
o “Due to continuing impasse”
o “Insufficient funds in current year”
o “Budget delays”
o “Other specialized services” 



Impasse Issues Already Starting 

 Out of state travel to conferences 
are not essential government 
functions.

 If out of state travel is necessary, it 
should be paid for at the 
Secretary’s expense and 
reimbursed once the Great 
Betrayal Budget Impasse ends. 
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When Do House Democrats Plan on Working?

Not before September 26…



The Democrat Summer Bash

Fighting Private 
Industry
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Spreading Disinformation



State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education



State-Related Universities Tuition Increases



State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169



State-Related Universities Tuition

 The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) – which is state-
owned – has taken on initiatives within its system to reduce costs and freeze 
tuition.    
o PASSHE has done so without the massive endowments maintained by Penn 

State, Temple, and Pitt.  

 The State-Related Universities should look at the efforts PASSHE schools have 
taken to keep costs down before asking taxpayers and students to float their 
massive budgets.  



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• Tuition and fees for 
Association of 
Independent 
Colleges and 
Universities of 
Pennsylvania 
(AICUP) Schools 
has remained 
relatively flat over 
the last 10 years. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools receive 
dollars from annual 
appropriations only when 
low-income students 
choose to attend their 
institution.

• AICUP schools provide 
90% of the financial aid 
received by first year 
students. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools educate 52% of all four-year college degree-seeking students in 
Pennsylvania (31% for State-Related Universities and 17% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools educate 54% of all minority students seeking bachelor’s or 
advanced degree (33% for State-Related Universities and 13% for PASSHE) 

• AICUP schools educate 49% of all working-age adult students seeking bachelor’s 
degrees (35% for State-Related Universities and 16% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools have a 64% four-year graduation rate (55% for State-Related 
Universities and 42% for PASSHE)

Information provided by AICUP
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State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools achieve all of 
this at a significantly lower 
cost to the taxpayer than 
State-Related Universities. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities: Which Budget?



House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
PoliticsPA.



State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate
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 Based on experiences from the 
Wolf Budget Impasses, we 
anticipate agencies will seek to 
spend prior year unspent 
funds.  
oThis isn’t necessarily a 

good or bad thing but must 
be reviewed carefully. 

oWe also know there are 
unspent funds from prior 
years.   



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Areas that should NOT be paid during the budget impasse (or waivers containing 
language such as):
o “In the best interest of the Commonwealth” without proper explanation (Act 

146)
oAdministrative costs (not including salary)
oTravel
oSubscriptions 
oContracts/Contract amendment payments 
oMembership dues 
oAdvertising
o “Due to continuing impasse”
o “Insufficient funds in current year”
o “Budget delays”
o “Other specialized services” 



Impasse Issues Already Starting 

 Out of state travel to conferences 
are not essential government 
functions.

 If out of state travel is necessary, it 
should be paid for at the 
Secretary’s expense and 
reimbursed once the Great 
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State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education



State-Related Universities Tuition Increases



State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169



State-Related Universities Tuition

 The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) – which is state-
owned – has taken on initiatives within its system to reduce costs and freeze 
tuition.    
o PASSHE has done so without the massive endowments maintained by Penn 

State, Temple, and Pitt.  

 The State-Related Universities should look at the efforts PASSHE schools have 
taken to keep costs down before asking taxpayers and students to float their 
massive budgets.  



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• Tuition and fees for 
Association of 
Independent 
Colleges and 
Universities of 
Pennsylvania 
(AICUP) Schools 
has remained 
relatively flat over 
the last 10 years. 

Information provided by AICUP
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• AICUP schools receive 
dollars from annual 
appropriations only when 
low-income students 
choose to attend their 
institution.

• AICUP schools provide 
90% of the financial aid 
received by first year 
students. 
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State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools educate 52% of all four-year college degree-seeking students in 
Pennsylvania (31% for State-Related Universities and 17% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools educate 54% of all minority students seeking bachelor’s or 
advanced degree (33% for State-Related Universities and 13% for PASSHE) 

• AICUP schools educate 49% of all working-age adult students seeking bachelor’s 
degrees (35% for State-Related Universities and 16% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools have a 64% four-year graduation rate (55% for State-Related 
Universities and 42% for PASSHE)

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools achieve all of 
this at a significantly lower 
cost to the taxpayer than 
State-Related Universities. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities: Which Budget?



House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
PoliticsPA.



State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Based on experiences from the 
Wolf Budget Impasses, we 
anticipate agencies will seek to 
spend prior year unspent 
funds.  
oThis isn’t necessarily a 

good or bad thing but must 
be reviewed carefully. 

oWe also know there are 
unspent funds from prior 
years.   



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Areas that should NOT be paid during the budget impasse (or waivers containing 
language such as):
o “In the best interest of the Commonwealth” without proper explanation (Act 

146)
oAdministrative costs (not including salary)
oTravel
oSubscriptions 
oContracts/Contract amendment payments 
oMembership dues 
oAdvertising
o “Due to continuing impasse”
o “Insufficient funds in current year”
o “Budget delays”
o “Other specialized services” 



Impasse Issues Already Starting 

 Out of state travel to conferences 
are not essential government 
functions.
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Secretary’s expense and 
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State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education



State-Related Universities Tuition Increases



State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169



State-Related Universities Tuition

 The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) – which is state-
owned – has taken on initiatives within its system to reduce costs and freeze 
tuition.    
o PASSHE has done so without the massive endowments maintained by Penn 

State, Temple, and Pitt.  

 The State-Related Universities should look at the efforts PASSHE schools have 
taken to keep costs down before asking taxpayers and students to float their 
massive budgets.  



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools
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Association of 
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Universities of 
Pennsylvania 
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• AICUP schools receive 
dollars from annual 
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low-income students 
choose to attend their 
institution.

• AICUP schools provide 
90% of the financial aid 
received by first year 
students. 
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State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools educate 52% of all four-year college degree-seeking students in 
Pennsylvania (31% for State-Related Universities and 17% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools educate 54% of all minority students seeking bachelor’s or 
advanced degree (33% for State-Related Universities and 13% for PASSHE) 

• AICUP schools educate 49% of all working-age adult students seeking bachelor’s 
degrees (35% for State-Related Universities and 16% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools have a 64% four-year graduation rate (55% for State-Related 
Universities and 42% for PASSHE)
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State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools achieve all of 
this at a significantly lower 
cost to the taxpayer than 
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House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
PoliticsPA.



State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate
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State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education
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State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169



State-Related Universities Tuition

 The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) – which is state-
owned – has taken on initiatives within its system to reduce costs and freeze 
tuition.    
o PASSHE has done so without the massive endowments maintained by Penn 

State, Temple, and Pitt.  

 The State-Related Universities should look at the efforts PASSHE schools have 
taken to keep costs down before asking taxpayers and students to float their 
massive budgets.  



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• Tuition and fees for 
Association of 
Independent 
Colleges and 
Universities of 
Pennsylvania 
(AICUP) Schools 
has remained 
relatively flat over 
the last 10 years. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools receive 
dollars from annual 
appropriations only when 
low-income students 
choose to attend their 
institution.

• AICUP schools provide 
90% of the financial aid 
received by first year 
students. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools educate 52% of all four-year college degree-seeking students in 
Pennsylvania (31% for State-Related Universities and 17% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools educate 54% of all minority students seeking bachelor’s or 
advanced degree (33% for State-Related Universities and 13% for PASSHE) 

• AICUP schools educate 49% of all working-age adult students seeking bachelor’s 
degrees (35% for State-Related Universities and 16% for PASSHE)

• AICUP schools have a 64% four-year graduation rate (55% for State-Related 
Universities and 42% for PASSHE)

Information provided by AICUP
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State-Related Universities v/s AICUP Schools

• AICUP schools achieve all of 
this at a significantly lower 
cost to the taxpayer than 
State-Related Universities. 

Information provided by AICUP



State-Related Universities: Which Budget?



House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
PoliticsPA.



State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
• Funding for Indigent Defense ($7.5 million)
• Foundations in Industry grants ($3 million)
• Student Teacher Stipends ($10 million)
• Whole Home Repairs Program ($50 million)
• Historically Disadvantaged Business Program ($20 million)
• Hospital and Healthsystem Emergency Relief ($50 million)
• Transfer funds from PIT to the Environmental Stewardship Fund for Growing Greener 

debt service payments ($10.6 million). 
• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
• Parent Pathways to support students who are parents at postsecondary institutions. ($1.66 

million) 
• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
o IU’s Funding – cease
oBEF distribution will be incorrect
oChild Support Enforcement Fee – cease
oNonnarcotic Medication Assisted Substance Abuse Treatment Grant Program 

can’t operate



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Based on experiences from the 
Wolf Budget Impasses, we 
anticipate agencies will seek to 
spend prior year unspent 
funds.  
oThis isn’t necessarily a 

good or bad thing but must 
be reviewed carefully. 

oWe also know there are 
unspent funds from prior 
years.   



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 Areas that should NOT be paid during the budget impasse (or waivers containing 
language such as):
o “In the best interest of the Commonwealth” without proper explanation (Act 

146)
oAdministrative costs (not including salary)
oTravel
oSubscriptions 
oContracts/Contract amendment payments 
oMembership dues 
oAdvertising
o “Due to continuing impasse”
o “Insufficient funds in current year”
o “Budget delays”
o “Other specialized services” 



Impasse Issues Already Starting 

 Out of state travel to conferences 
are not essential government 
functions.

 If out of state travel is necessary, it 
should be paid for at the 
Secretary’s expense and 
reimbursed once the Great 
Betrayal Budget Impasse ends. 



House Republican 
Appropriations Media Briefing

July 20, 2023



When Do House Democrats Plan on Working?

Not before September 26…



The Democrat Summer Bash

Fighting Private 
Industry

Blaming Others

Spreading Disinformation



State-Related Universities

 Neither the Governor’s negotiated budget with Senate Republicans nor the 
House Democrats proposal would have averted a tuition increase by State-
Related Universities.

 Throughout the budget process House Republicans have said funding State-
Related Universities would be dependent upon certain conditions being met: 
o Discussion on direct to student funding 
o Compliance with the Right-to-Know Law 
o Tuition freezes 
o These are all part of The Keystone Commitment to a child-first, family-

focused education



State-Related Universities Tuition Increases



State-Related Universities Tuition Timing

 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 

 Claiming this increase is “up to $10,000” is just as bizarre a comment when the 
facts are considered.*  

*https://pahouse.com/TakeAction?ac=169
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House Democrat Logic on Funding Education

Spending $100 million to help kids trapped in failing schools: 
bad…

…asking State-Related Universities to freeze tuition and 
comply with transparency laws for $642 million: bad…

…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.



State-Related Universities – University of Pittsburgh

 The University of Pittsburgh 
can’t freeze tuition, but it 
can take ads out on 
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State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
oConsistent with House Democrat behavior thus far this session, House 

Democrats refused to make any concessions.  

 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
accordingly.  
o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 

State-Related Universities non-preferred appropriations bill, on July 6, would 
not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 



Work Remains on the 23-24 Budget

 The following items still need to be addressed before this budget is finalized:
o HB 611 PN 1811 signed by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Fiscal Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor. 
o Education Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the Governor.
o Administrative Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Human Services Code passed by the House and Senate and signed by the 

Governor.
o Non-preferred State-Related Universities bill(s) passed by the House and 

Senate and signed by the Governor.



House Republicans Impasse Agenda

 We are currently in a full Budget Impasse; this means there are limited state 
government payments that should be made.  

 If/when the Senate signs HB 611, without a fiscal code there are many line-items, 
programs, and payments which still cannot be paid.  

 We will be keeping a close eye on all spending from the Shapiro Administration 
and looking for expenditures that are not:
o “Programs that affect health, safety, and protection of Pennsylvanians or as 

required under Federal Law, state court decisions or the Pennsylvania 
Constitution” per Act 146. 



Fiscal Code Issues – Line Items
• Lifeline Scholarships ($100 million)
• Level Up Funding ($100 million)
• Universal free breakfast for all school students ($46.5 million)
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• Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission from the GF instead of the Racehorse 

Development Fund ($5.35 million)
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• Schools to Work program under L&I ($3.5 million)
• Total Impacts: $408.11 million



Fiscal Code Issues – Other 
• If the General Appropriations Bill is signed into law, still many issues remain.  

Examples:
oRainy Day Fund - with in 90 days, the Treasury shall transfer 10% of the 

surplus or roughly $900 million into the Rainy Day Fund.
oTobacco Settlement Allocations – cease
oLibrary Payments – cease
oCommunity College Payments – cease
oHospital Assessment – cease ($1+ billion for hospitals)
oCourt fees – cease
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oBEF distribution will be incorrect
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 The State-Related Universities had already made their decision to increase tuition 
for the Fall 2023 semester as evidenced by their response to Rep. Warner’s 
question.  

 Claiming a vote on July 6 would have been able to avert tuition increases is 
simply not true. 
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bad…
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…Helping students: bad? 



State-Related Universities – Lincoln University 

 Republicans supported funding for Lincoln University because they pledged to 
continue their tuition policy.
oTuition rates for a student’s freshman year are guaranteed for four years. 

 It is not a freeze for all students, but it’s a viable compromise.
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 The University of Pittsburgh 
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can take ads out on 
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State-Related Universities

 On July 6, in the middle of floor debate, House Democrats finally afforded House 
Republicans an opportunity to discuss concerns with State-Related University 
funding.
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 When there is a “full” budget deal in place, State-Related Universities will be a 
part of it. 

 Should funding be agreed to, these institutions can adjust their spring tuition 
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o Again, due to Governor Shapiro’s Great Betrayal, voting yes or no for the 
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not have stopped a tuition increase for the upcoming year. 
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